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NEXT MEETING 

Sunday October 20, 1996, 3 O'clock at the Washington County Library. 
We will hold our annual ELECTION , VOTING ON OFFICERS AND ONE DIRECTOR. 
Please make a special effort to attend this very important meeting. 

LAST MEETING 

Our scheduled speaker, Debra Blake, State Cemetery Survey Coordinator, 
cancelled (after the NEWS was mailed )c?ue to storm damage to her home in Ral- 
eigh trees on her house... no electricity for eight days, etc. She will 

be with us at the November meeting 

The Nominating Committee for Sunday's elections was appointed. Committee 
members are Lawrence Swain, Shirleyan Fhelps, Virginia Haire, and Russell 
Tyson. 

Treasurer Lawrence reported a balance of $4872.36, plus $799-00 remaining 
in our GRANT fund. This remainder is ear-marked, mostly, for purchase of a 
display cabinet to be used in the library's North Carolina Collection. 

Members were appointed to study the N.C. Collection space needs in order 
that we may be prepared to make practical suggestions to county officials and 
library administrators. Library Committee Chairman Loretta Fhelps will report 
on Verticle File needs. 

Board Chairman Vernon Everett reported that the Board of Directors rec- 
comended our sponsorship of the purchase of the 128 volumn THE OFFICIAL RE- 
CORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES IN THE MAR OF THE REBELLION. The 
membership approved the reccommendation and voted that WCGS pay up to one- 
third (1/3 )of the $2700.00 purchase cost. See special article elsewhere in this 
issue of the NEWS. 



HOSTS R 



Blame for our not having received our alphebetized membership roster 
should be laid at my(Ed Norman )door. Sorry, Very soon, now, I hope. 

MEW MEMBER 

Fred A. Davenport, P.O.Box 821, Plymouth, NG 27962. 

Fred's newly retired from the Washington County Schools teacher, principal, 

and Assistant Superintend ant . We've "worked on" Fred for years, and are delighted 
to have him join us. Over the years, he's bought virtually every thing we've 
published, including all of our Journals. 

Fred grew up on Long Acre, and really knows its families. He tells the 
story about that eminent preacher of Morattock Primitive Baptist Church, the 
Reverend Newsome Harrison, dev. Harrison had a world-class goatee (you saw the 
picture in our April '96 Journal )that he would "yank" to give emphasis to his 
discourse. The preacher would say: "One thing" (yank) "I've never understood 1 : 
(yank) "How a brown cow" (yank)" can eat gr#?n grass" (yank) "and £ive white" 
(yank)"milk".(yank). 

A REVIEW 

Vemon recently read THE GURKIN BQOK by James Lewis Gurkin; researched 
by Jane Stubbs Bailey, and submits the following comments: 

"The Gurkin Book contains a wealth of information on the early, as well 
as present day, Gurkins. The local Gurkins had their beginnings in what is now 
Washington County between Kend ricks and Conaby Creeks. They spread to Beaufort, 
Hyde, and Martin Counties. The first known Gurkin was Zachary, who died before 
1695 1 a^d his wife Elizabeth who had five, possibly." six, husbands. Any one 
with Gurkin ties should consider purchase of this book. It is available from 
D & S Quickprint, 721 N. Brightleaf Blvd., Smithfield , NC 27577 (919)989-7101). 
The cost is §\k.Jl f which includes postage and handling." 

Vernon reccommends that WCGS purchase the book for Washington County 
Library . 

" First Tuesday" 

With the Big Election just around the corner, one feller observes: 
"In politics absurdity is no handicap." 
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rnP Sahara house. The ho,e overlooked Aloemarle oound. 

l4d was cnll-d Pea-Ri^c It is on left h-nd 
side (Southern End) of the Ion, bridge that ,oes to 
;i°L^ n mp Ti-.e of itssxiix bnini built un«mow. 
Cht dren £»o£i »nkn«n. Ouildinc no lo„ f r exists. 

4-V,„ „1,n+ a H,-:n XOVed S OmS bine a^J. 

All graves on the planua-.n i.of-J T , p =- or+ 
Land sold for $$00,000 to room for .x resor,. 

Brov.'or 

PS Lnnd wont out of hands of tho Mowbcrr/s in about 
1??2 or 23. 
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Contributed by ilia and Ray Newbury 
as part of a study of the "Newberry" 
family . 



TH E "OFFICIAL RECORDS" 



As stated before, our membership has voted to acquire the 128 volume 
"Broad foot" reprints of THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE 
ARMIES IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION for presentation to the Washington County 
Library. WCGS will pay up to one-third (1/3) of the total cost of $2700.00. We 
will raise the remainder from individual members of the Society, and from 
other individuals and organizations wishing to memorialize an ancestor or to 
honor any esteemed person, living or dead. 

Of the members who have already commited to buy a book, most will 
dedicate their gift to a Civil War ancestor. Some of these ancestors served 
in the Union forces; others wore the Confederate gray. 

Others may wish to honor an ancestor of the Revolution, or a serviceman 
(or woman)of WWII or Vietnam, How about that special school teacher that was 
so understanding and helpful? Or a beloved preacher? Or that ancient grand- 
mother who, your research has revealed, was one heck of a woman? 

Few libraries in northeastern North Carolina have the "OR". In 
Washington, the county library has a set of "originals", bound in now-brittle 
leather, kept behind glass. The Brown Memorial Library has the originals 
(published I88O-I9OO). The glue is flaking from ol°?Re spines, and the gilt 
lettering and Roman numbers are all but unreadable. Only the Greenville and 
the Hertford County Libraries have the reprints, and both of those places 
are at least an hour from Plymouth. How great it will be for OUR county 
to have its own'. 

A "doner" plate will be placed in "your" book. With your check for 
$21.00 for each book, please state :1— "In Memory of" Or "In Honor of" 

2 — Name of person honored or memorialised. Vital dates, ex. (I825-I9OO) optional. 

ft 

A short fact such as Pvt., Co. I., 3 N.C. Regiment," is optional. 

3 — Name of person you wish to appear as doner 

An order form is attached for your convenience. Thank you. 



Treasurer 

Washington County Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box •••567 
Plymouth, NC 279^2 



SSTSf « omaS rn^t &WsrMiE?S«« BTHT 

WAR OF THE REBELLION. This book(s) will he purchased by WCGSand presented 
to the Washington County Library. My bookplate(s ) , with the information 
specified below, will be affixed in my purchase. 

Information for Bookplate ; 

1. "In Honor Of" .. .or. ."In Memory Of. ( check one) 

2. Name of Person 

3. One short line of information. (Optional) 
Name of Doner 



1. 
2. 
3- 



1. 
2. 
3- 



1. 
2 . 

3. 



Signed 



Washington County 
Genealogical Society, 
P.O. Box 567, 

Plymouth, NC 27962-0567 



